Repúblic of Cuba. 10 April 2015.

With the illustrious presence of Dr. Renzo Galassi, President of the International Homeopathic Medical League, and Dr. Antonio Marques secretary for public relations LMHI, the day of celebration began with a wreath at the tomb of Cuba’s most illustrious homeopath, Dr. Juan Antiga Escobar, who was professor of materia medica at the National School of Homeopathic Medicine of Mexico (1907-1909), honorary member of the Academy of Homeopathic Medicine of Puebla, translated the sixth edition of the Organon into Spanish and devoted his life to homeopathy, his remains are found in the necropolis of Colon.

The second activity was a visit to the main public library in Havana to donate some books sent to Cuba by some Spanish friends of Valencia, Seville and Madrid and by Dr. German Guajardo.  We arranged with the coordinator of the Capital Library Lic. Rule Perea Fernández a project to create a network of homeopathic public libraries to be used by all health professionals -- veterinary, agro-homeopathy, students, graduates in homeopathy, students of medicine, dentistry and the general public -- and we inspected this central library for spaces to create educational workshops for children, teen, women, elderly, disabled, etc., in order to create a link between culture and homeopathy.

In a tour of the historic center of the capital Havana, we visited sites of nineteenth century pharmacies which had documented homeopathic activity in them. We also located the plot where the bookstore and printer Andrés Graupera was located, whose workshops printed three important books on homeopathy from 1854 to 1857.  The tour continued on Calle Cuba, where in house Number 24 the first homeopathic consultation in colonial Havana took place in 1845 by Francisco de Paula Escofer. On the same street at Number 29 is the plot where Catalan pharmacist Valentine Catala inaugurated the first homeopathic pharmacy in 1846.


The tour ended at the flagship pharmacy The Reunion, which in May 20, 1853 started dispensing both allopathic and homeopathic medicines and is now the Museum of Havana Pharmacy. It is there that the Group of Friends and Users of Homeopathy (GUHA) was formed, a network of support.   Then 26 people spontaneously narrated their  experiences using homeopathy on themselves and their pets. It was proposed to collect many signatures of users and friends and create a file to submit to Cuba’s representative in UNESCO with the aim of assessing the inclusion of homeopathy’s heritage here, considering that the island has testimony of their presence since 1824. The day finished with an exchange of views between officials  of Ministry of Health and invited guests.
On the afternoon of April 9 we visited the Vaccine Institute Carlos J Finlay with the intention to lay the groundwork for a project of fund raising for creating the infrastructure for the industrial manufacture of unitary homeopathic medicines for at least 60 community pharmacies and hospitals and even their international marketing, having as a base nosodes of high quality and reliability. We also discussed with Dr. Concepción Campa her participation in an LMHI Working Group  of Research in Epidemics, proposing that Cuba use the questionnaire prepared by the LMHI on Ebola given the recent experience of Cuban doctors in the fight against this epidemic, also Cuban experts to advise in event of an epidemic.  The island from 1856 to the present has given homeopathic response to thousands of cases of yellow fever, dengue, cholera, leptospirosis, conjunctivitis, epidemic neuropathy, hepatitis and influenza H1N1.
This same day April 9 at 12 noon at the Yumurí TV station, local radio program Matanzas broadcast live to announce to the general public the agenda of Hahnemann Day and the benefits that have been obtained in animal health, and was moderated by  veterinarian Dr. Ramón López, president of the Scientific Veterinary Council in this city.

On April 10 at 9 am started in Havana the formal celebration of the International Day of Homeopathy, with 40 people participating including the president of the Cuban Society of Bioenergetics Medicine, the national senior lecturer of the graduate Homeopathy Cuba (Cuban School of Homeopathy), representatives of the Centre for Research and Drug Development, Scientific Veterinary Council representatives, teachers of the Faculty of Dentistry and homeopathic graduates from different years.
 The speakers presented the Cuban experience in handling animals and influencing their production, also challenges and advances in dentistry.  The legal protection that homeopathy enjoys within the scientific council as a privileged and recommended practice in the Cuban health system was updated.  The bill presented to the authorities to form the website of the Cuban homeopathy was discussed, as well as a project of teacher training in homeopathy for the coming years (revised curriculum of 610 hours), and the status of Cuban human research published from 1997 to 2014. It was opportune time for public health historian ministry to read an article on Juan Antiga, which appears today in the online encyclopedia Cuban www.Ecured.cu

We closed the day with the keynote address "Hahnemann Day 2015. Havana, Cuba" by Dr. Renzo Galassi which allowed us to catch up on the current state of the LMHI, projections of their work, the functioning of the working groups and other issues, as well as a very important lecture of Dr. Antonio Marques on "Topics for and against homeopathy" showing that arguments against homeopathy now circulating throughout the web can be refuted with solid arguments, the result of work of many homeopaths internationally. The presence of both leaders was a milestone for strengthening homeopathy both within the society of homeopaths as well as among the officials who make decisions.

On April 11 a continuation of the national day of celebration moved to Indio Hatuey Experimental Station of Perico municipality in the province of Matanzas, created by the historic leader of the Cuban Revolution Fidel Castro in 1962 and where many investigations are conducted on pasture, intensive farming and other things.  This is directed by Dr. Giraldo Martin Martin and a management board consisting of a large group of Doctors of Agricultural and Veterinary Science and attended by 30 participants all linked to the practice of homeopathy.
It is the only province of Matanzas graduating homeopathic specialists at the University Camilo Cienfuegos, and its medical graduates include veterinarians and agronomists. Keynotes were given by Dr. Renzo Galassi and Dr. Antonio Marques, generating in conference participants and public questions which were treated, followed by a historiographical lecture on Cuban homeopathy from the nineteenth century to the present, both human and veterinary, by Dr. Mayra Riverón Garrote and veterinarian Dr. Ramón López López.

The idea of ​​creating a User Group and Friends of Homeopathy in the province of Matanzas was welcomed enthusiastically and proposed during this activity. They also felt the need to cooperate in efforts to locate homeopathic landmarks in this province from the nineteenth century.

Although they were not visited by the delegation LMHI all provinces also reported. The province of Villa Clara conducted a discussion meeting with local homeopaths where the video of Luc Montagnier on the memory of water was shown to 15 homeopathic doctors, dentists, pharmacists, and veterinarians. We were informed of meetings in Santiago de Cuba and Cienfuegos.

On the morning of April 13 we visited the Center for Drug Research and Development, the Cuban institution where big industry performs research on drugs, attended by the Director of Research and Development, who explains that this center has an expanding portfolio of homeopathic products, citing the development and commercialization of six homeopathic products (drops) for the treatment of different diseases, registered at the Center for State Control of Drugs and Medical Devices.  These drugs are: Calendula 6 CH, Chamomilla 6 CH, Coffea 6 CH, Passiflora 6 CH, Thuya 30 CH and Ruta 30CH It is possible to substantially expand the manufacture of new high quality drugs from tinctures and medicinal plants that can be grown organically in the Experimental Station of Medicinal Plants "Dr. Juan Tomas Roig", which at one point received a donation of equipment from the European Community.

The visit of the representatives of the LMHI has revived the desire of Cubans homeopaths to integrate as full members with voting rights within the organization. They were heartened by the initiative of Dr. Renzo Galassi to bring to the attention of the international guild  a fee scale appropriate for Cuban homeopaths for the service they perform exclusively, and with love, in public practice. 



For all the above and in the presence of President Dr. Renzo Galassi and Public Relations Secretary Dr. Antonio Marques there was found space for new cooperation projects, and a renewed and increased desire for practitioners of homeopathy in Cuba to become active members of the LMHI, and a renewed interest in users to organize to provide a formal network of support for better dissemination of this discipline in the island.

